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  Other Comments:  Parents 

I felt there were an unnecessary amount of days off school - Especially, those resulting in 4-5 day 

weekends.   

I liked the calendar this year! 

I LOVED the calendar this year.  The days off of school were not scattered, more condensed, which made 

more true"vacation" time for our family.  I also like that school ends before memorial day!  That was 

always an awkward long weekend when the kids were emotionally done with school anyway.  I still wish 

there were a way to make mid-term exams before the winter break.  It's not really a break for older 

students who have to study through it.   

It is extremely difficult for working parents to cover extended days off school (e.g., a full week off at 

Thanksgiving, Thursday-Monday off in February for conference, professional, MLK). A lot of working 

parents accrue paid time off in increments and don't have 3-5 days a month to take off. A few days here 

and there are a LOT more manageable for working parents. I feel that this school year calendar did not 

take into account families where both parents work outside the home or even single parent households 

where the parent works outside the home.  

 

In addition, there is a lot of anxiety with the 1st day of school, no matter the grade. For this reason, having 

the kindergarten students start the same day as older siblings is challenging. At Fernway, the older kids 

were on the blacktop & kindergartners were in front. If you have 2 parents, you can divide & conquer 

with the dropoffs. But then one will miss the kindergartners's first day if they're helping the older sibling. 

It was very stressful this year with both groups starting the same day - for both parents and kids.  

 I don't understand why school is ending so early this year and we will have an 11 week summer.  There is 

never been a time when my daughter's birthday on June 6 has not been part of the school year . 

 Throughout my 10 years as a parent as a shaker heights school student, the 2015/16 school calendar was 

the ABSOLUTE BEST calendar that has ever been put out. I so appreciate the uninterrupted weeks as 

well as the extra long breaks for Thanksgiving and Presidents' Day. Not only does it help the students 

with consistency and learning, it helps parents (especially for those parents who both work) plan better.  

2015-2016 is the best calendar we've had since my kids started in the schools 9 years ago!  It's such an 

improvement in terms of convenience for families and consistency for kids. 

A later start and later finish to the school year would be nice.  We're currently starting when it is still very 

much summer, and finishing long before it is really warm enough for summer activities / vacations. 

As a parent of a High School student, I think it is nice for the kids to not go for a long time without 

having a day off. Whenever possible, it is better for the days to make a long weekend, and not have a day 

off in the middle of a week (may not always be possible with holidays). I would rather see the days off 

spread out into more 4-day weeks, than grouped together and get a 3-day week. Although I did think it 

was nice last year when they had the extra days off over Spring Break, as so many HS students travel with 

either Band or Choir and miss school to leave early for the trip. 
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As a teacher in another district, and a parent in Shaker, I strongly agree that prioritizing a calendar with 

uninterrupted weeks of learning is valuable. Further, although I myself don't really get to take advantage, 

I would think that families benefit from the move to consecutive vacation days whenever possible, as 

these afford families the flexibility to travel.  

As a working parent - less days off is always my priority, however it is much easier to plan coverage the 

way the calendar was organized this year.  I 

As a working parent, I MUCH prefer having fewer 4 day weeks. There are already so many holidays that 

create shorter weeks, I LOVE that the school has tried to tie in professional days with the holidays to give 

extended time off.   

A few reasons: 

1) Fewer shorter weeks is better for instruction.  The fewer the disruptions the better for learning. 

2) I'm able coordinate my vacation time in a way that maximizes being able to spend time with my family 

rather than simply having to take one day off multiple times. 

3) It allows more flexibility when traveling to be with family over Thanksgiving.  We were able to save 

HUNDREDS of dollars because we flew on off days. 

 

However, in the 2015-15 calendar I DID NOT like that the kids were off on Friday, January 22 after 

being off Monday, January 18 (MLJ Jr. Day), making that a 3 day week.   It would make more sense if 

you simply extended the winter vacation by one day (January 4 would be the professional/clerical day).  

Having a Monday and Friday off in the same week, doesn't allow maximizing family time and felt very 

disruptive so close to winter break, especially for instruction.  

 

Thanks for allowing us to give feedback! 

As a working parent, I'm very supportive of Teacher Professional Days being held during summer break.  

Additional days off during the school year for TPDs are troublesome as a parent. 

Besides the month of October, there was not one month this year where the kids did not have at least 2 or 

more days off.  I find that this lack of consistency is disruptive to the learning environment and would 

hope that in the future, the district reconsiders this.  Also, I do not believe that the conference days that 

were scheduled in February for children who were experiencing difficulties should be held during the day.  

This punishes parents who work because either they are required to take a day off from work or they must 

pay someone to care for their children who are not experiencing academic or behavioral issues.  I think 

the district should be much more aware and considerate of parents who work and the difficulties that can 

be experienced by them when the district chooses to keep children out of school.  Another example of this 

is the kindergarten schedule.  This surely impacts all working parents, but especially those  who are 

hourly or have little if no flexibility with their schedules.  Paying for care also has huge impacts on low 

income families.  I would hope the district seriously addresses these issues in the upcoming years. 

Both  of my children have attended daycare from a very young age and are quite able to handle a full day 

of school five days a week.  HI strongly feel a gentle introduction for kindergarten students is best.  

Incoming kindergarten students have quite an adjustment starting school at a new building with new 

friends and faces.  I feel like a gradual introduction that week is best for students. 

Break them up through out the year and have them be relevant to EVERYONE.  ie. Counselors sitting 

through curriculum instruction training is not a good use of planned time.  
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Children need time to be children. The new Shaker is a scary place for many of our children. Too much, 

too fast.  Let them enjoy childhood and come home happy from school.  It wasn't like this when my 5th 

grader began in Shaker.  

Consistency with spring break always week of April 1 is highly supported. 

Fundaze is an excellent program and makes life so much easier for working parents with all of the 

professional days, etc. I know it is run through the rec center not necessarily the school district itself, but I 

just want to say that the ongoing existence of that program is a key factor I think for many families, and I 

hope that the committee takes that into consideration, too. Thank you! 

Has a 1 week fall break ever been considered? 

Having 5 days off around Presidents Days is great.  It would be even better if the Monday holiday was 

moved to the previous Wednesday. 

Having Kindergarten start the same day as 1-4 was way too busy for the Kindergarteners.  Would 

recommend they start a different day. 

having so many days off around presidents weekend disrupts the students.  The teachers have to deal with 

a short week both before and after the break.  students tend to check out more from a  5 day break versus 

a 3 day break.  it takes a while for students to focus again.  Also parents feel like they need to take a 

vacation because it is such a long break. 

High school finals and major projects need to be completed before winter break. There is no break for the 

students when they are under pressure from major projects and tests - they're studying and working the 

whole time. What's the point? They may as well be in school.  

High school mid term exams - before Christmas, would not have to start school earlier in August, they 

just might not cover as much material.  

 

Why can't mid-term exam days be regular school days and you just take a "long test" during one or two 

days in a row? Especially if you don't need to cover as much material, ie. Hold exams before Holiday 

break. Seems that a lot of instructional time is lost around exam time. Then you have the "make-up" exam 

day and most students don't go to school that day, more time lost... 

 

High school start time is fine. 8 am is not that early. You would create a lot of problems by trying to start 

the day earlier. Would make it very difficult for kids who want to do sports and another non-sport club or 

activity.  

I agree that we should try not to break up the weeks for the kids. It breaks up the routine for the children 

and is difficult for working parents to find childcare. 

 

Also, why do we give off for conference days?  We never had that as kids. We had conferences in the 

evenings, which is easier for working parents. 

I also think that when there are single days off and one is in one week and another is in the next week ( 

maybe 2 Mondays ) every effort should be made to make  these Friday-Monday days creating a 4 day 

weekend. 

I am a teacher for another district. 3 days are plenty if teachers are given 1.5 days alone in classrooms. 

I prefer spring break to be based on Easter so that my kids and I have a prayer of having the same spring 

break. 
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I am finding this year's calendar a lot easier to schedule around than previous years. I appreciate that the 

days off are around weekends now instead of in the middle of the week. The days off in the middle of the 

week were more disruptive. Also, the fact that the days off are now more consecutive instead of spread 

out makes planning a lot easier and allows for some quick trips to visit relatives that were more difficult 

to schedule previously. Having the kids in school Mon-Fri more often seems to make the daily routine, 

including homework, easier for the kids. I hope next year's schedule will be similar to this year's. 

I am in favor of the High School starting at 9 am. 

I am very disappointed in the High School finals schedule. The students have lost the extra weekend to 

prepare. It seems the teachers are slamming in information and review time is reduced. Adjustments need 

to be made to allow for finals to split like they were in prior years.  

 

The consecutive days off is a nice bonus.   

I appreciate having the public library information included on the calendar, in addition to school district 

happenings. 

I believe that school should be all year around.  Combine the number of days student's have off for the 

summer (10 weeks) and split those days up during the year.  Give them one week off per month with 

assignments with the exception of December.  It is very hard to get a child refocused on school when they 

have been out of school for a while.  Also, if we don't start doing something different with our education 

system, it will be hard for our children to compete in the global economy with other nations.  We have to 

stop working on traditions and work outside of the box. 

I chose give days because as teacher we are often introduced to new goals and academic focus for the new 

year school year, but we also need time to prepare our rooms for our students. 

I did not like the kids having the whole week of Thanksgiving off.  It may be good for families who 

travel, but no other schools are off the entire week.  So, Shaker is the only source for camps for working 

parents.  Also, it is a little much to have an entire week off in November when the kids are off for two 

weeks in December.  Thank you for reconsidering this decision. 

I enjoyed having longer days off for holidays. However the kids benefit from several shorter weeks as 

they are so sleep deprived on 5 day weeks.  

I feel that there are too many professional days for teachers. I am a working parent and I spend more time 

working from home because there are so many days out of school.  

I feel the 2015-16 calendar was a huge success. It's especially helpful for parents of High School students 

to have days off bunched together, it makes college visits easier to plan, with less school days missed. I 

do recognize this years schedule might be challenging for families with two working parents or only one 

parent at home.   

 

I would like to see the start of school pushed back one more week, but I guess the days of starting after 

Labor Day are a dream.   
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I feel the calendar should support all kids being in school as much as possible with their teachers 

engaging in educational activities.  The kids who are most at risk of not being successful at school may 

not be engaging in educational activities when school is closed for professional days, conferences and 

holidays.  Currently, there are too many days off from school and teachers are absent from their 

classrooms too often for meetings.  The District is only as strong as its most vulnerable and at risk 

students and those students need to be in school as much as possible.    

I felt the full weeks of school were so much better this year for the students to get into the rhythm of 

school and get engaged in the classrooms.  The days off during the school week were very disruptive in 

previous years. 

I have been thrilled with the changes made for the current school year. Having days off clumped and 

having all schools on the same schedule has been a big improvement for our family, especially since our 

kids will never be at the same school together due to the difference in their ages.  

I have really enjoyed the sensible way the calendar has been arranged this year.  It has been great! 

I have two children in the 1st-4th age group, and one entering kindergarten next year.  

I think if the kindergarteners start on a Monday with a full week, then they should have half days. I 

thought this was such a strength of Shaker in meeting the developmental needs of the K age group, and 

helped to ease a huge transition. If they have full days due to various childcare and transportation needs of 

families, then I really believe they should not have a full M-F week.  

I highly support consideration of changing the start times for schools. Numerous studies have shown that 

elementary school students perform better earlier in the day and high school students perform better later. 

9:15 is too late a start time for elementary school children.  I would support consideration of changing the 

start times.   

I know there is a need to align with other schools in terms of start and end dates, but with no AC in 

elementary buildings, school in August is not ideal. Wish the kids stayed longer in June and started back 

after Labor Day. Not a lot of learning happens when the kids are uncomfortable.  

I know there is debate over when to have finals for 1st term. I would support finishing them up before 

Winter recess so that students don't slide over break and can enjoy the break as a restorative break. 

Perhaps it would be okay to actually move some of the learning objectives into the 2nd term so that it 

doesn't make it so hard to cover the content in the shorter time frame nor do you have to have an earlier 

start to the school year. Why can't we have a slightly lopsided 1st and 2nd semester?  One where more 

material is covered in 2nd semester versus 1st semester. Can't we stop fighting the calander and embrace 

the limitations? 

I like that the kids get out in early June 2016 

I like the change to consolidating days off into clumps instead of having them spread-out here and there 

over many weeks. 

I like the changes that were made regarding the calendar this year EXCEPT for the 2 conference days in 

early November and thanksgiving wknd. And 4 necessary? 

And then having the 2 days off the week of MLK. Maybe 18th and 19th so that if families were to travel, 

they could extend their trips or plan for childcare 2 days in a row, rather than breaking up the week like 

that.  
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I like the long Thanksgiving break and the 5 day Feb. break as well. 

I like the new calendar, with the exception of the end of the year being May. Seems very early, especially 

for working parents as most camps do not start until mid-June. 

I like this year's calendar much better than previous years. Bulking professional days and holidays 

together is useful to keep more full weeks for students. Also, I have a kindergartener this year and having 

her start with my older daughter and also having full days from the  very beginning was very helpful. 

I liked the consecutive weeks approach.  However, I DO NOT LIKE the change in the final exam 

schedules.  Having a weekend between finals is very good for the students.  They can concentrate on their 

first two exams and then have the weekend to study for the remainder.   The students best interest was 

sacrificed for a more convenient calendar. 

I liked the longer spring break, but realize not everyone did. 

The days of no school Feb 11-15 -- too many days off.  Could it be reduced by one day? 

I love that the off days are combined and we no longer have a random midweek day off. I love the long 

weekends combined. Thanks 

I love the new calendar approach and would appreciate the consistency of using a similar calendar for the 

next two years. 

I love, love, love the printed school calendar. Thank you so much! 

I much prefer having the whole week off at Thanksgiving to having one day a week off in November.   

I personally feel that school begins too early in August and would support kids going back to school after 

Labor Day. 

I prefer that short weeks allow for longer consecutive times off (a Friday one week and Monday the next 

week).  For example, in February there are usually two weeks affected by conferences, professional day 

and President's Day.  It was nice to have Thursday, Friday and the following Monday off this year and on 

the calendar for next year. However, in January 2017 both the 16th and 20th are off for MLK day and a 

professional day.  I would rather see the 13th as professional day and the 16th as MLK day to allow for a 

consecutive time off instead of a three day school week in the middle. 

I really appreciated how the 2015-2016 calendar grouped conference and professional days together so 

that the kids got extended breaks rather than odd days off. It made planning much easier for me as a 

parent.  

I really support having two nonattendance days before Presidents' Day weekend.  That allows people to 

have a break during the winter.   
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I really think that the long weekend over President's Day Weekend is a great break for older students.  I 

understand the desire for professional days, but it is too bad that the teachers cannot benefit from this as 

well. 

 

The same is true of the extra time at Thanksgiving.  It is nice for students/families, but if you have a 

faculty member in your family, then you don't benefit from the break. 

 

I like that Shaker starts a bit later than some districts, even when it means getting out a bit later.  I think 

that it allows for things like band camp, sports practices, etc. to occur in August.  Any earlier and there is 

no time for families to plan vacations, college visits, teens to have jobs, etc. 

I recognize this is beyond the scope of this survey, but, I am extremely supportive of moving toward 

"year-round" schooling. The break in the summer is too long and is detrimental to our children's' ability to 

retain and build upon the lessons they have learned in the previous school year.  

I see the committee minutes that mention school start times. Why was that not the survey? Please do not 

change the school day to begin any earlier. These poor kids are being pushed to the limit.  

I support having the Spring Break fall on Good Friday through the following week of Easter as it does 

this year (Spring Break 2016).  I have students in other schools so having breaks that are different is very 

disruptive.  This year, their breaks were mostly the same and it was much easier for our family and our 

students. 

I support the long weekends and breaks for travel. 

I think in a survey like this, it would be interesting to see the breakdown of responses among families 

with two full-time working parents, one working parent, single parents, and divorced/separated parents, 

etc. I think the answers could be enlightening. I know the school looks at it from an instructional 

standpoint (e.g., "consecutive, uninterrupted weeks"), but the families look at it from a logistics/childcare 

standpoint, i.e., "how many times is my kid off school and do I need to get childcare?" (This is especially 

true for hose with two working parents or single working parents.)  

I think just about any of these options work, as long as we have enough advance notice. When large 

calendar changes occur from year to year, there should be an explicit announcement of the change at the 

start of the school year --  this year, for instance, I may have taken my family on vacation Thanksgiving 

week had I realized earlier enough that schools would be closed (for students) all week. 

 

As the parent of a special needs child, I prefer we don't bunch together holidays/vacation/professional 

days.  Long vacations are hard on special needs kids (and their parents); conversely, occasional days off 

can be a blessing to kids who have to struggle to get through the day. 

 

I 

I think the kids begin and end the school year WAY too early. It is unnecessary for the kids to go back to 

school in mid-August: it is usually unbearably hot for the first 3 weeks they are in school, and the kids are 

forced to spend 6+ hours in a sweltering school building, making it extremely difficult for them to focus 

and learn. Immediately after Memorial Day is also way too early for them to be dismissed for the school 

year. The kids could benefit from being in school to mid-June, like most cities. And for working parents, 

summer dismissal on June 1/2 makes it incredibly difficult when summer camps and activities don't begin 

until summer - mid- to late-June. 
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I thought the weeklong break for students at Thanksgiving was excellent.  It allowed for extra travel time 

for those going to see families without having to miss school and assignments for the holiday. 

I was initially concerned about the week off at Thanksgiving but it worked well for our family and felt 

right this year. Planning for uninterrupted weeks of school seems to make sense because normally have a 

number of snow days that wind up interrupting things anyway - this year has not been typical in that 

sense.  

I wish school started earlier. There are often end of summer events which my kids can no longer attend 

due to the earlier start. I'd much rather school started later and ran later into June. There's no real events 

that start in early June so the kids wouldn't have to miss anything in June if school ran a week later into 

June.  

I would greatly appreciate it if Shaker would coordinate their calendar with other school districts in the 

county. It just makes coordinating extra curricular activities much easier. For example, right now we have 

Spring Week one week and the vast majority of other schools have Spring Break at another time. Thank 

you! 

I would love to see shaker start after Labor Day and go longer into June. August hot and in general June 

not.  

I would strongly support Shaker becoming a year round school district. I would also strong support our 

younger students going to school at the earlier time and high school students starting later.  

Ideally it would be nice if Spring Break lined up with the independent schools in the area.  

If a student gets sick or otherwise falls behind, having short weeks in the calendar can be very helpful. 

I'm a big fan of the new calendar, as I believe the priority on full weeks is important. The only negative 

I've come across with the calendar is the overlap of elections and conferences led to parking issues. I'm 

concerned that the lack of parking could discourage some people from voting. I would suggest using that 

day as a professional day instead. Conferences could be the Friday and Monday before, which would 

make a 5 day weekend. 

In previous years when Monday and Tuesday of Thanksgiving week were school days, I think they were 

wasted days, at least in my son's elementary classes.  So many kids were out on vacation that teachers 

avoided doing anything new.  There were a lot of turkey-themed activities.  I would rather have these 

days off and be in school full weeks elsewhere to compensate. 

 

Also, really liked when the KG started at the same time as the rest of the school.  My first child was on 

the graduated start - it was much too slow and took too many days from work.  My second child started 

same day as the rest of the school and it went fine. 

In this school year having two days off in January plus three days off (causing a five day weekend) in 

February is extremely excessive. It throws the kids put of routine and is disruptive to a lot of households.  

I also think that ending school June 2nd is ridiculously early. 
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Interesting way to word the questions. As a working single parent w 4 kids who are/have been in SH 

schools the random one day off here and there is a lot easier to deal with (childcare, activities, 

babysitting) than consecutive days off.  Hopefully enough parents in my boat rather than teachers and 

PTO moms will participate in this survey and have their voices heard.  

It has been a welcome change to have the days off clumped together for scattered little vacations 

throughout the year. I was dismayed that the kindergarteners had to start abruptly this year for full First 

Days since the gradual start was wonderful when my student was beginning school (from the child's and 

adults' perspectives). For all kids, but especially those who don't have any pre-school experience, the first 

few days are intense, exciting, and exhausting so being able to gradually start their experience with their 

new schools is much appreciated.  

It has been very helpful for all schools to have the same schedule this year. It has been easier for me to 

find childcare when high school students are out of school on the same days as elementary students. I 

think some of the professional days need to be replaced with instructional days. 

 

I would also like the option to have evening parent teacher conferences at least once per year. It is very 

hard for working parents to take time off to attend conferences especially with multiple children.  

It is helpful for mid-term and final exams to span a weekend - so students have more time in between 

exams to focus their studying.  

It is very disappointing that at a time when we had talked about extending the school year, the number of 

days students are in school has decreased (by 10 days?).  I know the state requirements have changed with 

hours counted instead of days, but is this the right thing for our kids - can't we (Shaker) vary from this. 

Staff development should occur before the school year starts or after, not during.  It is already 

disappointing how often teachers are missing from class for IB training or meetings.  The focus during the 

school year should be on teaching. 

The calendar the way it was this year does not support our performing arts and their rehearsal schedules. 

It seems like our children are constantly out of school, and frankly, the additional days off seem to be 

much more for the convenience of the staff than for any other reason. 

 

I believe the staff, parents and the CALENDAR should reflect the importance of being in class, more so 

that the alignment of days off with weekends. 

It seems like school starts earlier each August but this is a national trend? Missing days of starting closer 

to or after Labor Day  

It seems to me, we need more instructional days.  I don't want the calendar to be any more compact.   I 

understand the need to shift the days to allow for as much test prep as possible.  I also know that with the 

change to hours required vs. days by the state, we have fewer instructional days.  Why?  Just because we 

are regulated to have fewer "days", why do we?  Why not keep the days after memorial Day?  It seems 

the teachers are under enormous pressure to teach all that they want to teach.  I can't imagine any parent 

or teacher would have minded or noticed we stayed in school through June 8th ot 9th. 

It would be great to have more late start days at the high school! In a perfect world, the high school would 

start at 8.47 am every day. 
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It would still be helpful to have school start closer to Labor Day, or even after Labor Day.  The grouping 

of days off this year, did seem to be an added bonus, although it feels a bit excessive.  Holiday breaks are 

important, too. 

Keep the changes... I like the long weeks off and weekends! 

Kids (and their parents) need breaks throughout the school year.  Shorter weeks outside of the 

Thanksgiving,  winter and spring breaks are most welcome.  

Kids should start late August (maybe a week and a half (or so) before Labor Day) and finish early June 

(say no later then June 7).  Maybe Shorten Thanksgiving break, or something.  Thanks for your hard 

work!! 

late start for high school on Tuesdays is very disruptive. A principle once told me that Shaker Schools 

wants to be more 'customer' oriented, 'like Walmart'. Well, I don't think that Walmart opens its stores late 

one day a week for morning meetings. Schedule faculty/admin meetings outside of school hours and start 

every school day on time, please. 

Late start for High School should be MONDAY, 1st day back, NOT Tuesday! 

Let the kid have a nice, long Christmas break, and nice, long spring break 

Love it. 

Love the week off at Thanksgiving!!  Please don't change - ever!! 

 

More shortened weeks, the better - can catch up on homework and have some down time to do other 

things beyond school.  Plus, the more development we can give teachers and staff, the better - keep them 

refreshed, skilled and give them plenty of planning time.  When they are stressed and have no time to 

think, they are less capable in the classroom or in their administrative jobs, if they are staff members. 

 

Thank you for asking! 

Loved having the Spring Break the week after Easter. 

My family did enjoy having the full Thanksgiving week off school. However, as a house with two 

working parents, it's very difficult to schedule around having 3 full weeks off school during the final 6 

weeks of the calendar year. 

 

Do we need to have a full 2 weeks at Winter break? That seems excessive after just having had a week at 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Weather in August is much warmer so it would be nice to consider starting after Labor Day and finishing 

later in June when it's a bit cooler. 

Not supportive of using school days for conference time.  Many schools use evenings for teacher 

conferences. 
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Our family, including 3 elementary students, thought this years calendar was a big improvement, 

especially the consolidation of 5 day weeks and days off (ie Feb 11-15).  

I would suggest a more structured, intimate orientation process for incoming kindergarten students and 

families, like small group meetings with the teacher before school starts, vs an overwhelming open house 

where it's hard to ask questions.  

Thanks for all your efforts! 

Please allow the elementary school teachers more time to prepare their classrooms.  I would also like to 

see more days for the teachers to work in their rooms to help get ahead or caught up on everything.  the 

majority of the teachers do work at home and miss a ton of time from their families.. We need to create a 

balanced calendar that supports the staff, so we can provide the best learning experience for every student.  

We need time..... 

Please consider a later start time for high school students, supported by the scientific literature on teen 

academic performance impacted by early start times. 

Please consider moving the start date closer to Labor Day.  Too many schools are starting earlier and 

earlier taking away hot summer days at the pool and family summer vacation trips.  Much rather have 

school go later in June when the lakes are not as warm and days not as hot and humid, weather that makes 

buildings uncomfortable in August.  Also a long weekend in October would be nice.  The weather is 

perfect for short getaways and provide a break before Thanksgiving.  Rather have two days off then 

instead of Thanksgiving week.   

Please consider starting the school day later for Middle and High School students.  That appears to be an 

easy (and almost free) way to improve attendance, health (both mental and physical) and test scores. 

Please give parents more lead time for significant calendar changes.  For example, we didn't find out 

about having the entire Thanksgiving week off until it was too late for many of us to change our vacation 

plans.  Significant employers like CCF and UH, book holiday weeks off a year in advance so I was unable 

to make any changes to take advantage of that week of vacation. 

Please give us back the three full days of school that was taken away this year.  

 

If we can return to a 10 week summer vacation - or less!! - that would be great. The kids just forget too 

much when the break is that long... 

Please please please get the calendar so you can sync it with other calendaring systems on the iPhone.  

Every year I have to sit with the calendar and manually enter all the dates, very frustrating. 

Thanks 

Please remember that schools are not air conditioned and are horribly hot for the first few weeks of 

school.  Perhaps school could start after Labor Day and run into the second week of June? 

Please start the elementary school day earlier!  Kids this age wake up early and are ready to go, much 

more so than the older children.  This would give them more time and opportunity for after school 

activities, or the school day could be one hour longer to allow for a longer lunch/recess time. Studies have 

shown that kids who have the opportunity during the school day for more vigorous activity are better 

learners and exhibit fewer behavior challenges.  
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Please stop creating 3 day weeks. They are not useful.  Move conference days back the old calendar 

schedule of Friday then Monday. I can't take much more time off of work especially mid week.  

 

Start school later and go back to ending school by the 2nd week of June. August and September have 

been so unbearably hot and humid. Beginning the year with a 5 day week truly wipes my kids out.  Give 

the teachers time to plan and prepare for my children. I walked in to show my child his classroom and 

school last August only to find teachers not prepared and in meetings, classrooms not ready, and it was 

not very welcoming at all. Leaders should lead, not delegate. 

Professional/conference days surrounding Presidents' Day should be the thurs & fri after the holiday, so 

there is only one shortened week instead of two.  

Routine and developing good habits/responsibility is important for my young children. I understand from 

parents that the older kids need more breaks and are very stressed, but perhaps consider a different 

calendar for different grades? 

Shaker school performance has been on the decline, and yet there are fewer and fewer school days each 

year. The school is going in the wrong direction! 

 

Just look around. There are so many vacant Shaker houses on the market, and the prices are still dropping. 

People are going to better neighboring school districts with lower taxes. 

 

It is not a matter of whether to stay or leave, but when. 

Shaker should strongly consider starting school AFTER Labor Day for so many reasons!  I have never 

understood why we do not.  That is my biggest beef with the calendar.  

Start school after Labor Day 

Finish later in June 

As Michigan does 

Starting school after labor day 

Student atheletes and especially those on travel teams need these days off to catch their breath! 

Studies show that 2-3 short vacations (long weekends) per year provide greater stress relief than taking 

one long vacation lasting 1-2 weeks 

Switching the timing of school start so that the High School starts later has been shown to be beneficial to 

many teens. I think the district should consider switching so that Elementary classes start earlier and then 

middle and then High School. 
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Teaching days should be as equal as possible between semesters at the high school.  Final exam schedule 

should be taken into account when making the calendar -- this year there was not a weekend in between 

exams making it very tough on kids to study and very very draining.  

 

Why not really look at the entire schedule and see if you can adjust start times and end times of the day 

and make them more reflective of what the child's body needs for sleeping?  The kids who are up the 

earliest start school the latest.  Does not make sense.  And why not try to get the HS finals in before 

winter break?  In other words, really make some changes not tweaks.   

 

I do not think we need an entire week for Thanksgiving.  We hear about time being taken away from our 

teachers.  Give them back some hours/days (at Thanksgiving or at the end of the year) so that they can go 

deeper into subjects and at the lower levels, add back in some of the "fun" that has been taken out.  

 

Please look at the end date for school and the beginning date.  HS students who play a fall sport or are in 

band no longer have any vacation in August, the nicest month of the year.  Yet HS is out by the end of 

May.  I really do not like this and have to think that our schedule is based on the testing schedule.   

 

I do like the thoughtfulness of teacher in service days/development days and how the calendar is created.   

Thanks for taking the time to review our district's needs.   

Thank you for allowing me to give my feedback.  Please keep updates accurate and timely. Who gets the 

final say? 

Thanksgiving week will be used by families to travel no matter what the calendar looks like.  My 

experience in the past has been that teachers compensate for this by trying not to teach anything new or 

doing "important" work.  I would rather have the kids off then use the days as filler even though it means 

we have to figure out child care or vacation. 

The calendar for the 2015-2016 school year has been much easier to navigate than were the prior years' 

calendars.  I believe it is important to schedule consecutive and uninterrupted weeks of school to the 

greatest extent possible (i.e., to bundle days off consecutively and within a particular week) for two 

reasons: (1) it allows consistency, on which many young students thrive as they acclimate to academic 

schedules; and (2) it allows parents to plan more effectively for child care on non-school days.  This last 

point should not be taken lightly.  For households in which both parents work, it can be a hardship--

financially and logistically--to arrange child care; while consecutive days off will not relieve the financial 

hardship, it does alleviate (for many, at least) the logistical hardship.  Please keep in mind that Shaker's 

decision to start elementary school days at 9:05am already places logistical and financial stresses on 

households in which both parents work outside the home, as it is necessary to arrange pre-school 

transportation and/or care that might not be necessary if the school day started earlier, as is the case in 

many other districts.    

the calendar was very family friendly this year. We really appreciated it. My only suggestion is that in 

past years the high school students had a weekend in between first semester finals which was very helpful 

for their work/study load. We missed that preparation time this year. 



PARENT COMMENTS 
 

14 
 

The change in the school calendar this year resulted in earlier first semester final exams for the high 

school.  This was problematic for a number of reasons:  teachers had less time to cover the material -- it 

seems rushed at the end of the semester; students had to start studying during winter break when they 

really need a break from the intense pressure of the high school; and there was no weekend breaking up 

the finals.  This meant that they had a harder time balancing preparing for each subject.  If the schedule 

remains the same, at least push the exams a few days later so that they have a weekend to break up the 

schedule.  Or, considered having only one exam per day.  2 3 hour exams 3 days in a row is unfair.  Even 

colleges break it up more!   

The changes that were implemented this year have been incredible! Having all schools off on the same 

days was a lifesaver for me having kids at multiple schools within shaker - previous years I felt that every 

week one kid or another was off for various reasons and there was no coordination among the schools. In 

previous years, My elementary student was off, the older kids had school and the following week or 2 

week later it was flipped. As a parent I felt I had very few weeks when all kids had a full week of school 

and it made it tough on my work schedule. The calendar changes this year eliminated that issue which 

was fabulous. Also, having multiple weeks without a day off -as was implemented this year with the 

calendar changes-  was fantastic for getting my kids in a consistent school groove - they were able to get 

on a "roll" that in prior years was continuously interrupted by a day off here and there. The pay off for the 

many straight and uniterrupted weeks of school was a nice long break at Thanksgiving, Prez Day 

weekend etc - and the longer breaks were more restorative breaks for them. All around, the changes 

implemented this year were very positive improvements!! 

The extra days off at Thanksgiving are very, very difficult for families with two working parents. Care 

options are limited, and it makes for a big interruption in learning shortly before the winter break. If you 

need two more professional days, make them a part of winter break 

The hardest time in the school calendar is January - March as there's little break in the pace and the 

cold,dark days run everyone down.  I liked this year with the Thursday - Monday (President's Day) time 

off in February as it broke up the long stretch between the December holidays and Spring Break.  I also 

like this year's calendar in that it ends early - that first week in June is a great time to travel as air fares, 

hotel rates haven't skyrocketed yet.  I did miss the longer Spring Break from past years, but glad the 

additional Friday off was retained. 

The January professional day which fell four days after MLK day should have optimally fell surrounding 

that weekend. This allows families to get away longer or relatives to come in to watch kids on the two 

days off.  

The long Thanksgiving break was nice but a little tough on working parents. 

The longer Presidents' Day weekend (Feb 11-15) was a great time for High School students to take 

college visit trips.  It's difficult to visit campuses without missing school, so this was a bonus this year. 

The longer Thanksgiving week was very family-friendly. 

The mid-February break is disruptive to working parents.  Most working parents do not want to use 3 

vacation days during the 2nd month of the year. 

The most helpful adjustment to the high school calendar would be to have finals over before Winter 

break. 
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The new calendar year is great.  I think it allows the students to learn at a more steady pace.  The dates 

seem to be better than any other year as well.   

The old calendar suited our family just fine.  Why is there a need by Shaker to overwhelm the students, 

parents, and teachers nowadays?  

 

The children deserve to have a childhood filled with school days where they come home happy, having 

had a positive learning experience, not crying because they are pushed so hard.   

 

It is also necessary to think about adding air conditioning in the dog days of August since the district 

wants to keep starting school earlier and earlier.  Think about using June for more school time and start 

later in August/September.  

The school year is starting earlier and earlier in August it seems. August in Cleveland can be quite hot, 

hotter than earlier June. With schools not equipt with a/c thru out this can make concentration and 

learning difficult. Making a rocky start to the beginning of a school year. I'd like to see the start date 

pushed back where it used to be to the last week in Aug and ending in mid June. Don't plan the school 

year start/end calendar around testing! 

The teachers should take professional days and training in the summer.  The teachers can teach the 

children during the school year.  It is frustrating for working parents to cover all the days off.  Parents 

already must get child care for the entire summer and holidays.   

The Thanksgiving week off is tough for households with parents who work outside the home but it helps 

reduce the wasted class time those Mondays and Tuesdays had become (watching movies and otherwise 

"killing time" because it's a two-day week). I prefer if you have PD days that they be allocated in this way 

than random days off elsewhere on the schedule. I like starting the school year on a Monday and getting 

out of the gate quickly rather than a couple soft days before a holiday weekend. I would NOT prefer that 

you erode the summer break by starting earlier in August. The buildings are too hot as it is in late August. 

The changes made this year were improvements over previous calendars. 

The very early start date for the 2016-17 calendar is out of sync with the schedule of many student 

summer activities that occur out side of Shaker. Students in Marching Band and Fall Sports at the High 

School will be required to leave summer programs early to make the SHHS class/activity start dates. Why 

was it necessary to be gin the school year early? What is the "trade-off" for beining classes the last week 

of August? 

There are too many days off for the kids during the year for example why two weeks around Christmas 

and New Years? I also don't like when the schools are closed for an extended weekend only to have 

another day off for conferences. Also, why can't the professional days for the teachers be conducted prior 

to the school year to get them prepared and excited about the upcoming year? I disagree with closing the 

schools during a time when the kids shiould be in class to conduct teacher development activities.  

This year (2015-2016), the professional days were scheduled in such a way that working parents need not 

take too much time off of work.  For me, grouping the professional days together (all grades having the 

same days off) was perfect.  

This year's calendar was great and should be repeated with one minor tweak . The finals schedule should 

be returned to having a weekend break., 
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This year's calendar was very thoughtful, provided consistent time for instruction, eliminated different 

calendars for different schools in the singular system and was overall very family friendly.  Keep it up! 

Thought this years calendar was great.  Would love to see us adopt East Coast and MI calendar or kids 

returning to school AFTER labor day.   

 

Thank you for soliciting input.  Love Shaker :-) 

Too many holidays ... If a week goes by with 5 working days it is considered a score 

Too many school off days. 

School calendar should not follow Jewish holidays. 

Unfortunately I find this survey very limited. Our students are getting too many days off particularly 

before important assessment points like May each year. Too many religious holidays, conference days 

and professional days are very disruptive. There is a long enough Summer break that results in regression 

of students. Favor starting school early and severely limiting off days that are not nationally mandated. 

Unfortunately there is no meaningful schooling after the end of May. Therefore need to maximize school 

days prior to May. 

Uninterrupted weeks are beneficial. But strategically and thoughtfully interrupted weeks can be planned 

better than they have been.  

Very helpful to have Friday and Monday of Easter weekend both off school. 

We have lost instructional days and I am not in favor of that. I'd like to add back at least 5 instructional 

days back into the calendar. 

 

I'm disappointed that adding instructional days back into the calendar was not part of this survey. 

 

The entire calendar seems to be moving closer to starting earlier in August and ending in early June/end 

of May - making summer camp scheduling difficult. 

We need less days off. Why can't conferences be scheduled in evenings like other districts?  Last weeks 

Thursday - Monday off was ridiculous 

We need to have more school days. Now there are only 172 instructional days each year. If our goal is to 

make the schools better,  we can't just aim for the minimum required school days for the kids.  

What is of concern to me is that the school is cutting instruction days, which is hard to justify when it 

comes to the education of Shaker children. 

 

The silent majority of Shaker parents and voters is losing confidence on Shaker schools. This will become 

evident when it comes to school levy next time. 
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While I liked the consolidation of days off this year and the fact that all grades had the same days off, 

there were very few, if any, weeks or long weekends off that were not aligned with some other significant 

date.  For example, the time off over Thanksgiving, winter holidays, and Easter make it difficult to 

potentially go somewhere for a full week as a family due to family obligations here in town.  Same with 

most of the long weekends - for example, the early November days off were adjacent to Halloween and it 

would be disappointing to very young kids to not be home for that.  I also try not to treat MLK day as a 

travel opportunity but instead as the day of honor that it should be. 

 

I recognize that family travel is not a priority for academic calendar, but with the abundance of time off, it 

would be nice for a few of the long weekends or spring break to be more randomly timed so that they are 

truly a break and not a scheduling hassle.  Plus, we genuinely value small road trips as a way to educate 

our kids and give them experiences with geography, points of interest, etc. 

Why do we receive class placements so late in August? I took my child to visit her new school and the K-

6 teachers were struggling to get everything prepared. It appears that if the calendar is going to change the 

way it has, administration needs to have all matters regarding students in place. Give your teachers all of 

the student information ahead of time, not two days before school starts.  Special Education placements 

and documentation should be in the hands of appropriate staff well before students arrive. (Perhaps do 

some professional development at the end of the school year to alleviate the mess created by armchair 

management at the start of a new school year.) 

The start of the past few school years has been chaos in terms of management, while I watch the 

dedicated teachers try to balance an unrelenting workload. 

Work on quality not quantity in terms of how much is being thrown at our students. 

would be great to preserve more of August as a summer month and give up days in June if possible.  For 

many parents it is easier to take vacations in August and the school buildings tend to be very hot - better 

to go a week longer in June and be out of school in August 

would be supportive of a full-year school with shorter summer break and longer break spring/fall breaks. 

-Would love to have end of term fall before the December break, so that families can enjoy the holiday 

versus kids studying for finals. 

- add more conference times/days for SMS teachers.  My student had 2 teachers that only met on 

Wednesdays (same day as ski club), so very hard to meet with 1, let alone both.  The prior year, teachers 

were available 4 days a week.  At least 2 days/week would be nice. 

- don't have different start and end times, depending on the day, at the HS.  A consistent schedule is much 

easier for parents and students. 

I (and my children) love the uninterrupted days off.  It gives them a real break and lessens the constant 

interruptions of a day here and there. 

Any way to provide busing TO the HS?  Even if parents are willing to pay extra. 

- keep conferences at the end of the day at the HS.  I heard a suggestion to do them in the morning in 

order to have the day start later.  I think less kids will take advantage of this (especially those in sports).  

Sounds like a good idea, but in reality, I don't think it is. 
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3 PD days prior to student start is plenty.  5 days felt like there was a decent amount of padding to fill the 

days. 

 

This isn't necessarily an issue for the Calendar Committee, but it does apply to consecutive instruction in 

the classroom.  Many of the more experienced teachers are pulled regularly for different reasons (BLT, 

pilot programs, mentor/mentee observation, and other initiatives), which results in their individual 

classrooms losing consecutive instruction time.  This is especially problematic with the general difficulty 

in getting experienced substitutes to cover for those teachers. 

As a parent of elementary students, I feel that two conference days in the fall is excessive.  They should 

be off for one day only. Because the teachers have approx. 20 students, they could have evening 

conferences on Thursday followed by all day conferences on Friday.  My children's teachers felt that their 

students spent too much time out of the classroom and found it difficult for the younger students to get 

used to a routine. 

As a Special Education Aide, I feel the above question should apply to aides as well because we have to 

be there for professional days too. 3 days is sufficient time to prepare for the upcoming school year. I feel 

the 2015-2016 was planning thoughtfully and has worked well so far. Most children in our building were 

ready to attend kindergarten on the 1st day with the other students. However, if a student has not been 

accustomed to being in a school setting, it can be overwhelming. Perhaps a half day for the 1st day would 

be feasible if possible. 

Consider putting air conditioning in school classrooms if you are going to begin the school year during 

the dog days of August. Summer officially begins June 21st and the weather is typically not so hot and 

humid then. Starting school mid August is ridiculous.  

Do not end the school year any earlier than the first week of June/don't start any earlier than last week of 

Aug. Kids need the summer break and the buildings get so hot. 

Finals SHHS - A weekend in the middle would help the students with their stress level. 

Liked the long break for students in February. 

I am not sure why you ask only teachers to answer the last question.  I am not a teacher but am required to 

attend the professional days at the beginning of the year also.  So this decision affects me also and feel I 

should have a say. 

I feel that the school calendar was greatly improved for the 2015-2016 school year and that it will be for 

the 2016-2017 school year as well. To have all the schools/grades off at the same time worked very well 

for the schools, parents,teachers and students. The school district should continue with this uniformed 

school calendar.  

I strongly dislike the earlier August start times.  High school students involved in sports and band are now 

returning for practice or percussion and/or band camp early in August.  This is prime time for family 

vacations after camps have ended.   

 

Please save our summers and family time.  
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I support the uninterrupted weeks, but I feel the staff, students and parents  have gotten very used to the 

chopped up calendars of the past.  The long weeks were a bit of a shock to the system for all, however, I 

think most people agreed it was needed for continuity of learning.  If we stick with this plan, maybe the 

staff, students and parents will get used to it and embrace it.   

several shorter breaks are valued. If that means shortening the winter 2 week recess depending on where 

the actual holiday falls that is acceptable to me. 

Some days in August the heat in these buildings is unbearable. I've been in classrooms that have been 

recorded at 90 degrees F. Here in northeast Ohio we know warm weather is questionable in June but in 

August we are guaranteed the days will be hot. Can't we start later in August or into Sept. If not can the 

district provide fans to the classrooms?  

Staff and students are thoroughly exhausted.  It is time for the powers that be to bring back some of the 

previous calendar scheduling.  Conferences are best on a Friday and following Monday. More parents can 

make it then. Thursday conferences had many no shows or complaints by parents.  No 3 day weeks. They 

are useless.   

 

Keep school going into June when it is not so unbearably hot like it is in August.  Give teachers time in 

their classrooms with all necessary data and information needed to prepare for the new school year.  Do 

not bog teachers down with professional development before starting the school year. 1 day is sufficient. 

Do the others in June to prepare for the upcoming year.  Get a data processing department to analyze and 

break down scores for the teachers and let the teachers teach! 

The more the teachers can get their professional development outside the the regular school days the 

better.  It is very disruptive for the kids and very costly to have all of the subs in the buildings for PD, 

CPT, TBT, BLT, etc, etc, etc.  How about getting these meetings done before school starts in the fall, in 

the summer, or at least at 8:15 in the morning - etc.   

The support staff needs more days before school starts and after it ends in order to be ready for everything 

we have on our plates - we can't just turn on our computers and start working. 

There are too many professional days during the year.  

3 days to prepare for our students, not so many meetings when we need time to get things done.  

5 days is too much before students arrive. The days can certainly be filled but we need days spread 

throughout the year in order for professional development and clerical time to be used more effectively. 

Consider moving the fall conference days earlier and look at canceling or restructuring the spring 

conference day since it was not well attended. 
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First, I don't mind starting earlier in August, but having the kids start school on Monday at the beginning 

of the year is too difficult for the staff and kids.    I think they should start on a Wednesday and ease into 

school year.    

 

Secondly,  as a staff member it was terrible for the kids to have off a week for Thanksgiving.  It was to 

hard for them to transition back to school for only 3 weeks.   

 

Third,  I also think as a member of the staff having to work week of Thanksgiving was difficult because I 

had to pay for childcare, while I worked and they were off.  Not every staff member can expect their 

spouse to take off when they are limited with amount of sick days they are aloud.    

 

Lastly, please keep in mind staff members that have children and have to pay for childcare.  I also, think 

we need to extend the year a few days.  With all of the assessments we have to give we are losing 

valuable teaching time.  Just a thought...   

High schoolers stay up too late, and don't get enough sleep. Later starts are helpful. Or, offer overlapping 

schedules for some to start later than the early-birds? 

I also would like to see 2 balanced semesters where students can take exams before winter break and 

really get a break from exhausting school work. 

I also would like to see 2 balanced semesters where students can take exams before winter break and 

really get a break from exhausting school work. 

I am happy at this time with our school structure 

I do not believe having a 10 day holiday in Nov, 2 weeks in Dec, 4 to 5 day weekend in Jan then a 5 day 

weekend in Feb is optimal for preparing HS students for IB/AP and other external exams. 

How does this impact those who depend on the school for free and reduced breakfast  and lunch during 

the coldest months of the year. 

I feel 3 professional days are needed before students arrive if we get that time to collaborate with 

colleagues and work in our classrooms.  But if time is needed to have district-wide meetings, then 5 days 

would probably be better.  That way we have time for the district-wide meetings and 

classroom/collaboration time. 

I think that it is great to have consecutive professional days for in depth learning.  I think paired with 

those professional learning days needs to be time for grade level teams to collaborate and figure out how 

to implement the information learned.  What if there was professional learning at the end of the school 

year, so teachers could have the summer to think about the information and figure out what and how they 

can implement in into their classrooms.  

I was a big fan of the slower transition for the kindergarten students that we had before... orientation for 

an hour with a parent for the first two days and half days for the other three days of the first week of 

school.  I've been teaching kindergarten for ten years in Shaker and never had separation 

issues/homesickness until this year. 

It is EXTREMELY difficult to have 5 professional days before the start of the school year, especially for 

the amount of prep time that is needed for teachers to get their classrooms ready for students. 
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More awareness is needed to see how the dates fall on the calendar....for example, the high school started 

a new semester on Tuesday, had students in for 3 days, and then there was a day off for students...... in 

addition , the calendar from spring break until the end of the year has no days off..... not good when adults 

and students are trying to keep the energy level up to finish strong 

 

 

lastly, a parent conference day in February with only 10 contacts does not seem like  a great use of time.... 

More instructional time, not less 

Professional development at end of year as way to reflect and begin to prepare for next year  

Balanced quarters and semesters 

Conference days earlier in year- November is too late! 

Please consider having final exams before winter break, and adjusting the school year accordingly.  I 

know that is difficult, but we really lose time coming back from two weeks off and then preparing for 

exams.  It would be more effective instruction to finish up our exams and then start new topics after 

winter break.   

Professional days are most useful when there is an equal distribution of two things: 1) choices for targeted 

sessions that meet specific teacher needs and 2) time in the day that is dedicated solely for teacher 

preparation, planning, collaborating (with colleagues of choice on necessary topic of choice), grading and 

classroom set-up 

Professional days are not intrinsically bad or good or more effective before kids arrive or after - what is 

important is how we use that time. Much of it is not used effectively. Part of the reason we struggle to 

determine where to put stuff is we have too much 'junk' going on - a lack of focus and not enough 

effective use of time. I believe the needs of teachers and students are often marginalized. I would hope in 

the future that teachers are given much more control over the content of our professional time. 

Professional days are not intrinsically bad or good or more effective before kids arrive or after - what is 

important is how we use that time. Much of it is not used effectively. Part of the reason we struggle to 

determine where to put stuff is we have too much 'junk' going on - a lack of focus and not enough 

effective use of time. I believe the needs of teachers and students are often marginalized. I would hope in 

the future that teachers are given much more control over the content of our professional time. 

Start the kid's school year the day after Labor Day.  The PD week should be the last week of August.  End 

school the 1st week of June.  It's a joke to say those long weeks are not interrupted because there is 

ALWAYS something interrupting the regular school day.  I believe the kids learn better with a number of 

4-day weeks, they start tuning out by Friday of a regular week. 

The decision to change the final exam week so that we had only 6 days before finals after break and 

students had to take all finals within one week was NOT a good idea. On every level, from student stress 

to teachers prepping students for finals to grading finals it was a bad decision and made things much more 

difficult than in the past. 

To qualify my answer: I thought 5 was a lot to take in at one time. However, I value uninterrupted weeks 

and if 5 professional days before school starts helps achieve that goal, I support 5 days.   
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We need more time to actually work in the classroom before school. We all spend an enormous amount of 

personal time setting up the classroom.  

 

It is very hot in August in our classrooms! I think it makes more sense to start later and finish later in 

June. 


